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Dalton Piercy Parish Council 
Draft Minutes of meeting held at 7.00 pm on Thursday 14th April 2022  

At Dalton Piercy Village Hall. 
 

Present: Cllrs D. Rezai (Chair), M Ireland, L Noble. M. Patrick, S, Rushworth, M Jackson and S. Savage. 

In Attendance: J. White DPPC Clerk and 7 members of the public 

Meeting began at 7.02pm.  

1. Apologies for Absence:  
 

None 
 

2. Declaration of interests:  
 
DR, L.N and M.P – Village Hall (all are trustees of DPVHA) 

 
3. Public Forum: 

 
No comments. 

 
4. Minutes of meetings held on 10th March 2022:  

 
Proposed M.P.  Sec S.S. Approved as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 
5. Parish Council election. 

 
The Clerk reported notice had been received from HBC officers that following submission of 
nominations for the upcoming election on 5th May 2022, the seats at Dalton Piercy Parish Council will 
be uncontested. 
 

6. The Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2022 
 
A working group met to organise celebrations in Dalton Piercy. 
There will be a ‘bring your own picnic’ on the Village Green on Saturday 4th June from 2.00pm. 
DPPC will organise decorations for the village – flags and bunting.  Also, some traditional outdoor 
games for families with a megaphone purchased to help with communication on the day. 
Villagers will be encouraged to decorate their houses with a prize for the best dressed.  The village hall 
will be opened 1hr before the event for judging. 
DPPC will apply to HBC for a grant funding for the event to aid purchase of decorations and games.   
It was agreed DPPC would contribute £150.00.  Sweets/medal prizes for the games and a cake to be 
purchased. 
 

7. Village speeding issues 
 
The Chairman reported historical decisions made by DPPC as concerns relating to road safety and 
speeding have been raised consistently for many years.  DPPC decided physical speed deterrents were 
required in the centre of the village and voted in favour of this. 
 
The Clerk reported HBC had recently voted to approve speed reduction measures within the rural west 
ward following a consultation at committee meeting.  The Clerk asked Councillors to consider what type 
of approach Dalton Piercy may wish to pursue. 
 
After speaking with senior officers at HBC it is apparent that records of road accidents/incidents are 
used as a measure to determine where road safety measures are required.  Apparently, records do not 
show increased risk for the main road – something the Clerk felt was not a true reflection of situation.  



 

Page 2 of 5 
 

The Clerk raised concern that not all accidents were reported and that vulnerable road users were 
particularly at risk in and around Dalton Piercy due to lack of footpaths, national speed limit and the type 
of other road users. 
 
The Clerk reported a resident had requested a speed limit review – with a view to reduce the limit on 
the stretch of road from Mayfield House to the Village due to safety concerns.  HBC are looking into 
this. 
 
A discussion took place;  
Councillors were all in agreement speed reduction is required and feel support from residents would be 
in favour of physical speed deterrents as well as reduced speed limits. 
A suggestion that a petition from residents might gauge public opinion and serve as a record. 
Evidence of collisions and minor collisions and vehicle speeds at different times of the day? – Could we 
get advice as to how we can achieve/record this? 
It was resolved continued email pressure should be put on HBC and MP outlining issues with a request 
for a resolution to make progress.  DPPC to push for public opinion using social media.  Clerk to 
Action. 
 
 

 
8. The Batts - project and reserve updates. 
 
Cllr Jackson kindly put together a draft 5-year plan for the management of the site.  Tees Valley Wildlife 
Trust (TVWT) have been asked to contribute their expertise towards this. 
 
TVWT will be on site to carry out a cut of the meadows/grasses on 3rd May 2022 as part of the already 
planned work for the site. 
 
There have been a number of deliberate grass fires on site notably (but not exclusive to) 25 th/26th/27th April.  
On one occasion the fire brigade was called to attend and used beaters to put out the fire.  These incidents 
have been reported to the police. 
 
The Clerk reported that TVWT had been in touch to confirm they have been awarded a significant 
contribution from section 106 development funds from HBC which must be spent in the rural west of 
Hartlepool.  The Batts has been identified as one of the areas to benefit with a sum of £7,815.00 awarded 
for management and improvements to support biodiversity. 
 
Cllr Noble proposed; (Seconded by Cllr Rezai) a working group should be created to work along side 
DPPC maintenance sub committee and support management of The Batts.  This will include the final draft 
of a 5-year plan for the site. Approved. 
 
Cllrs Savage, Rushworth, Noble and Patrick volunteered to be founding members of the group who will 
arrange a meeting in the coming days. 
 
Cllr Jackson left the meeting. 
 

 
9. Red Gap projects 

 
a) Project updates 

 
HBC provided a proposal for the next phase of the ‘Three Gates Footpath’ This stretch is closer to 
the East where the verge narrows and becomes steep, the plan has the new footpath rerouted 
across the road close to the ‘historical gate – welcome to Dalton Piercy’ sign.   
D.R. Proposed: this plan is rejected – for a number of reasons including; a hard footpath is not 
necessary at this location, the grass is cut on this wide section of verge – moving the footpath here 
would be for a very short stretch of the path before having to cross the road again, this would be 



 

Page 3 of 5 
 

more dangerous for vulnerable road users – the original plan was for the footpath to be on the same 
side of the road all the way along (with an expectation some bank work would be required) 
The Clerk should request the footpath stays on the same side of road with the next section funding 
being £4950.00 
Seconded L.N. Approved. 
 

b) New proposals; 
 
- The Clerk read the list of proposed projects as provided in last months minutes. 
- L.N. proposed DPPC commissions an information sign for the back of the noticeboard.  
 
 

10. Maintenance Report: 
 
Cllr Noble reported;  

 
Ash tree on Manor fields – tree surgeons have carried out the required work and significant limbs have 
been removed.   
Unfortunately, the falling branches had left significant delves in the green.  It was resolved the 
maintenance group could repair the green and purchase some grass seed. 
 
11. Ward Councillors Report: 
 
No attendance or Report.   

 
 
12. Chairman’s Report: 
 
Cllr Rezai reported; 
 
On progress on the ‘vote of no confidence’ in HBC; 
A press release and ‘open letter’ which outlined lack of progress was printed in the local paper.  There has 
been no reply from HBC.   
Cllr Rezai committed to support the other Chairmen’s wishes as well as communicating on behalf of DPPC.  
A ‘Parish Liasson’ (Parish Council Chairmen and HBC leaders) meeting is scheduled for later this month.  
Cllr Rezai expressed his great concern that Ward Councillors are not attending meetings or engaging with 
Parish Councils. 
 
Solicitors acting on our behalf have informed us that funds, for the grant of easement across the village 
green for Anglian Water and access to their land, are due to be with the solicitor later this week. 
 
 
13. DPVHA Report 

 
Cllr Patrick reported; The land lease has been signed by trustees and returned to HBC.  The lease 
comes into effect once planning permission has been granted. 
The planning consultant concluded the public consultation and provided a cost breakdown for planning 
and building regulations fees.  DPVHA intend on submitting an application to the Red Gap fund to cover 
these costs. 
DPVHA expressed their wish to have the 106 contributions from HBC (Highgate meadows contribution) 
in their control – and account as soon as possible.  DPVHA will request this from HBC. 
 
Cllr Noble on her capacity as DPVHA trustee asked DPPC to consider gifting £35,000.00 which was 
received from the grant of easement from Anglian Water to DPVHA as a contribution towards 
redevelopment of the hall. 
Cllr Ireland suggested the amount should be £30,000.00 which is a significant amount but leaves a sum 
available for the parish council reserves. 
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Cllr Rezai commented that it seems there is great support for this but we are unsure of the mechanism 
which would allow the transfer of funds.  Before a formal proposal is put forward it was agreed this 
should be further investigated. 
Action: Clerk and Cllr Ireland to work together and look into this. 

 
 

14. Personnel Report: 
 
No report.  
 
15. Finance Report 

 
The Clerk presented the actual against budget report and the financial transactions which were 
accepted. 
 

Financial Transactions 11th March – 31st March 2022 
 

Receipts £ 

Easement payment (from Anglian water via TBI) 35,000.00 

TOTAL:               £35,000.00 

Payments £ 

J & J tree services (J Tyers)                                      £850.00 

TOTAL: £850.00 

  

 

 

Financial Transactions 31st March – 14th April 2022 
 

Receipts £ 

HBC precept+concurrent grant 14,524.00 

TOTAL:               £14,524.00 

Payments £ 

J White Clerks salary 
CDALC elections training 
M Jackson (reimbursement fruit trees+fuel) 

                                     £221.00 
                                       £10.00 
                                     £201.68 

TOTAL: £432.68 

  

 
 
16. Correspondence: 

 
Shared with Councillors ahead of the meeting. 
All covered under other items in this meeting. 
 
Some discussions raised from previous correspondence – Action: Clerk to chase response from HBC 
regarding flooding at Hart on the Hill and new field flooding that is having an impact on the carriageway 
on Dalton Back Lane. 
Also; Clerk to explore a response from HBC planning/tree protection regarding the clearance at The 
Grove site. 
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17. Planning Applications: 
 

- H/2021/0469 Installation of a barn and accommodation Chalet for a period of 3 years on Land South of 
Dalton Back Lane.   

Councillors discussed the application.  It was resolved DPPC would Object to the application on the fol-
lowing grounds:  

It is understood accommodation is required for a person to look after animals at the associated donkey 
business. 

Donkeys do not require 24-hour care; therefore, staff accommodation is not required and this development 
would not be sustainable. 

In the locality there have been a number of developments in recent years, DPPC feel the rural character of 
this area is at severe risk due to over development. 
Road safety issues need to be considered as inevitable increased traffic has a negative impact on the al-
ready struggling rural road infrastructure. 
 
Should HBC be minded to approve the application DPPC would insist a restriction of use for the buildings 
be applied.  They should be for use by the donkey business only. 

 

- H/2021/0567 Demolition of existing Annex to be replaced with a 2-storey annex and addition of solar 

panels The Old Mill, A19. 

No comment to add, application is outside of Dalton Piercy. 
 

- H/2022/0046 Subdivision of plot at Highgate meadows 
 
DPPC discussed this application in some depth.  Following a vote  (5-0 with 1 abstention) it was agreed to 
OBJECT to this application. 
 
Councillors felt their objection to the original development as a whole - and the issues raised at this point 
are still valid.  The development sits outside of the adopted 'Rural Plan', concerns about increased traffic on 
local roads etc. 
 
However, it was also recognised that the development has gone ahead and permission was granted for 1 
home on this plot.   
The plot cannot be left as it currently is (undeveloped scrubland in the middle of the site) and DPPC would 
support development of the plot as is already agreed. 
 
It was also mentioned that there was a previous amendment to reduce the density of homes on the site.  To 
squeeze extra homes onto this single plot would surely go against this previous decision? A decision which 
the DPPC supports. 

 
 
18. Matters of Concern to Councillors: 
 
Cllr Rezai proposed DPPC provide tea and coffee for all attending future DPPC meetings.  Approved. 
 
Cllr Savage raised his concern regarding continued fly tipping in the area and questioned what more could 
be done to prevent it.  He proposed DPPC request signage from HBC particularly at ‘hot spots’ in the area.  
Approved.  Action: Clerk to write to HBC officers and include Ward Councillors. 
 
 
Meeting closed at 9.16pm 
 
 

Date of next meeting: Thursday 12th May 2022 


